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Activity 1: Making Links (Social Studies)

Goals of the Activity

In general, this activity will help students to understand the connection between technological innovation and 
social and political change, and thus to place the evolution of aviation technology in Canada within a wider 
framework. The activity will also help students to develop search, research and communication skills.

Specifically, students will:

•	 choose a theme from a list provided and then select three events from the Canadian Aviation through 
Time Timeline (including one from the Canadian Aviation Events category) that are related to that 
theme 

•	 based on the chosen theme, find common links between the events, and use Appendix A: Research 
Record to chart the connections between them (this may require additional research) 

Cross-curriculum Links

History/Social Studies, Language Arts, Geography 

Subjects and Strands

This activity fits well with the Ontario Grade 8 History strand, Canada: A Changing Society, and the Quebec 
Secondary II General History strand, Module 7, The Twentieth Century: Continuity and Change. There are 
also potential links to the Ontario Grade 8 History strand, The Development of Western Canada, the Ontario 
Grade 9 Geography strand, Understanding and Managing Change and the Ontario Grade 10 History strands, 
Communities: Local, National and The Impact of Scientific and Technological Developments.

Duration of Activity

This activity will require the equivalent of two periods to complete. Students may choose to complete it all in 
class or to use one in-class period and then conduct research outside the class (individually or in groups). 

Required Equipment and Materials

•	 access to computers with Internet connections (Adobe Flash-enabled computers recommended) 
•	 paper, pens, pencils
•	 copies of Appendix A: Research Record (attached)  
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Set-up Instructions

1. Book time to use computers.
2. Divide the class into groups of two. 
3. Ask students to review the Timeline and Mini-Exhibits online.

Activity Instructions

1. Once students have reviewed the Timeline and Mini-Exhibits (approximately 15 to 20 minutes), hand 
out copies of the list of proposed themes (below), and ask each group to select one. You may also add 
themes of your own choosing.

2. Ask each group to use its theme as a guide, and choose one event from the Canadian Aviation Events 
category of the Timeline, and two complementary events from this or the other two categories (Science 
& Technology Milestones, Canadian Life) or from one of the Mini-Exhibits.

3. Then have students research the three events using the Canadian Aviation through Time exhibition 
or other resources (print or electronic) as required. Students should use Appendix A: Research Record 
to document the information they collect.

4. Ask the students to use their research to find common links between the three events (within their 
selected themes), and then prepare a short report (250 to 400 words) explaining their findings. 

Themes

•	 Technology: Its Impact on Society
•	 Globalization: Early Signs
•	 Innovation and the Family Farm
•	 Popular Culture and the Airplane
•	 Communications
•	 Canada at War
•	 Women in the Air
•	 Aviation Technology and the Community
•	 Exploring the North
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Example 

Theme: Canada at War

Canadian Life 
•	 1914 (4 August): Canada enters the First World War

Canadian Aviation Event
•	 1914 (16 September): Sam Hughes, Minister of Militia and Defence, forms the first Canadian air 

service: the Canadian Aviation Corps
Canadian Aviation Event 

•	 1915 (15 December): Canadian Aeroplanes Limited is incorporated to provide training aircraft for the 
Royal Flying Corps

These three events are linked as follows: 
At the outset of the First World War, many people—including Canada’s Minister of Militia and Defence 
Samuel Hughes—considered airplanes impractical. Beyond facilitating the occasional reconnaissance 
mission, it was difficult to imagine airplanes playing a part in the war. And yet, just two years later, in 1916, 
the airplane was well on its way to becoming an essential element in modern warfare: it was needed not 
only in reconnaissance but also in battle. Recognition of this evolving role, combined with the realization 
that the high number of casualties amongst Commonwealth pilots was related to a lack of training, led to 
the establishment of the first military-backed, government-supported flight training program in Canada. 
Furthermore, the need for aircraft in which to train these pilots prompted creation of the first Canadian 
company to mass-produce aircraft: Canadian Aeroplanes Limited. 



Canadian Aviation
T h r o u g h  T i m e

4

Canada Avia
tio

n

Muse
um

Musé
e de l’a

via
tio

n

du Canada

Appendix A: Research Record

Event Research/Links

 Event 1: Canadian 
Aviation Event

Event 2: 

Event 3: 


