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Activity 2: Creating a Photo Exhibit (Social Studies/Language Arts/Visual 
Arts)

Goals of the Activity

In general, this activity will help students to better understand a) the importance of historic documents (such 
as photographs) to our understanding of an event; and b) the choices curators make in creating exhibits. 
Students will improve their communication skills (written and verbal), while exploring, in-depth, a topic of 
specific interest to them.

Specifically, students will:
 

•	 examine historic photographs and relate them to specific events
•	 use these images to develop an exhibit on a chosen event
•	 share their exhibits with classmates in an oral presentation (approximately 10 minutes)

Cross-Curriculum Links

History/Social Studies, Language Arts, Visual Arts

Subjects and Strands

This activity fits well with the Ontario Grade 8 History strand, Canada: A Changing Society, and the Grade 10 
History strands, Change and Continuity and Methods of Historical Inquiry and Communication. The activity 
also fits with the Quebec Secondary II General History strand, Module 7, The Twentieth Century: Continuity 
and Change. It may also be used in language arts and history classes in most secondary schools across the 
country. 

Duration of Activity

This activity can be started during a class period; however, it is recommended that it be considered a 
long-term project, with students spending time on it in class and conducting research outside the class over the 
course of two to three weeks.

Required Equipment and Materials

•	 access to computers with Internet connections (Adobe Flash-enabled computers recommended)
•	 paper, pens, pencils
•	 clear overhead projector sheets, and access to photocopier/printer (or a digital projector and computer)
•	 access to research materials (library, Internet)
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Set-up Instructions

1. Book time to use computers.
2. Divide the class into groups of two.
3. Ask students to review the Timeline and Mini-Exhibit online, paying particular attention to the 

photographs linked to the events. 

Activity Instructions

1. Once students have reviewed the Timeline and Mini-Exhibit, hand out copies of the list of potential 
exhibit topics (below), and ask each group to select one. You may also add topics of your own 
choosing.

2. Students will then spend time reviewing images relevant to this subject:
a. By clicking on the link at the top of the Timeline page, students can access the Museum’s 

Image Bank. 
b. Students should create their own accounts (see instructions on the Image Bank), saving the 

images they have chosen in the My Collection section of the Image Bank. They can also use 
My Collection to create an online tour.  

c. If students cannot find images for their event in the Museum’s Image Bank, they may use other 
photo sources for their exhibits (library, Internet, personal collection). 

3. Once they have selected and saved their images (10 to 12, ideally), students should research (outside 
the class, if necessary) and write an annotation for each image as a means of describing the event.

4. Ask students to write a short conclusion (no longer than a single paragraph of 5 or 6 lines) to their 
exhibits, explaining the significance of the event in Canadian history. 

5. Students will then present their completed exhibits to the class by printing the images on overhead 
projector sheets and displaying them while they read the captions or by using a computer and projector 
to display the images.

a. Evaluation should be based on the clarity of the narrative, appropriateness of the images 
selected and the overall conclusions students have reached.

Topics

•	 The First Airplane Flight in Canada
•	 Science and Aviation: Connections?
•	 Engineering and Aviation
•	 The Life of a First World War Pilot
•	 The Life of a Second World War Pilot
•	 Women in Flight 
•	 Civilian Life during Wartime
•	 From Farm to Table through the Years
•	 Changing Technology, Changing Lives


