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Activity 3: Reporting History (Social Studies/Language Arts)

Goals of the Activity

In general, this activity will teach students how to write in a journalistic or “news” style; they will explore 
journalistic “spin” and the effect that bias and public opinion have on what is reported, using events from 
Canada’s aviation history.
 
Specifically, students will:

•	 participate in a class discussion on bias, opinion, etc. 
•	 choose a Canadian Aviation Event from the Canadian Aviation through Time Timeline, and research 

the event
•	 write an article about the event, using the format they prefer (opinion piece or editorial, front-page 

article, travel article, etc.) 
•	 compare their articles with those of others reporting on the same topic

Cross-Curriculum Links

History/Social Studies, Language Arts/Creative Writing, Geography

Subjects and Strands

This activity fits well with the Ontario Grade 8 History strand, Canada: A Changing Society (this incorporates 
both Knowledge and Understanding and Inquiry and Research Skills), and the Grade 10 History strand, 
Canadian History since WW1. This activity also fits with the Quebec Secondary II General History strand, 
Module 7, The Twentieth Century: Continuity and Change. It can also be used in the Ontario Grade 9 
Geography strand, Geographic Foundations: Space and Systems. 

Duration of Activity

This activity will require two class periods to complete, plus some time outside the class. One class period 
will include group work.

Required Equipment and Materials

•	 access to computers with Internet connections (Adobe Flash-enabled computers recommended)
•	 examples of older and more recent journalistic writing (magazine and newspaper articles, etc.)
•	 paper, pens, pencils
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Set-up Instructions

1. Book time to use computers.
2. Divide students into groups of two.
3. Ask students to review the Timeline online.
4. Review the differences between fact and bias in journalistic writing; have students read a journalistic 

article of your choosing, and break it down into fact and bias using Appendix B: Fact Check! (15 to 
20 minutes). You can find useful information on this topic at http://www.media-awareness.ca/english/
resources/educational/lessons/secondary/broadcast_news/bias_news_lesson.cfm.

Activity Instructions

1. Once students have reviewed the Timeline, ask each group to select one event that interests them 
(preferably one related to aviation).

2. Ask each group to conduct some research outside the class (online, at the library, etc.) on the selected 
event, using Appendix C: Reporter’s Log to guide the research. Students should complete this step in 
groups.

3. Each student should then take a copy of the Reporter’s Log and write a short article about the event 
from the perspective of a reporter from the time period in which it took place. Instruct them to be 
creative in their approach by choosing a different journalistic format for each article. Students should 
work independently for this portion of the assignment. It may be helpful to have samples of each of the 
following types of article on hand for students to review:

 
•	 an opinion piece or editorial
•	 a front-page article
•	 a travel article
•	 a magazine article 
•	 a TV news report
•	 a blog or online option piece 

4. When the articles have been written, students should regroup and read each other’s work. Ask them to 
discuss the similarities and differences in their articles.

5. Follow-up with a discussion on how the facts about one event can be described in so many different 
ways, depending on a writer’s personal bias, life experiences, etc., as well as the article’s intended 
audience and the desire to draw ratings.
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Appendix B: Fact Check! 

Read the article _____________________________________________________, and highlight the 
main arguments. Divide these arguments between the categories Fact and Bias (continue on a new page if 
necessary). 

Fact Bias 
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Appendix C: Reporter’s Log

Event:

Brief description:

What?

When?

Where?

Who?

Chronology of events: 


